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1. Call to Order:  
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members 
present: Bill Schremp, Rex Zemke, Dan Mortensen, Craig McEwen, Deb Ehster, Paul 
Kennedy, and Village President George Peterson.   Also present: Administrator Gary 
Olsen, Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt, Fire Chief Rob Bowen, Administrator of Public 
Works Timothy Vergara, Zoning Administrator Evan Garski, and Clerk Elizabeth 
Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:  
 

3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None. 
 

4. Board, Committees, or Commission Referrals:  None. 
 

5. Announcements and Statement from the Village Board:   
 
Trustee Paul Kennedy congratulated as Trustees Bill Schremp and Deb Ehster for 
being re-elected and newly elected Katy Hale.  Mr. Kennedy also expressed his 
thanks to Gary Olsen, Elizabeth Felkner, Jeremy Hunt, Rob Bowen, Timothy Vergara, 
and Evan Garski for all their dedication and hard work with the Village. 
 
Trustee Bill Schremp thanked Paul Kennedy for his years of service on the Village 
Board. 
 

6. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):  
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Water Utility Meeting 
Minutes of March 28, 2022, and the Village Board Meeting Minutes of March 
28, 2022 as Presented. Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

7. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief Hunt introduced newly appointed K-9 officer Forrest to the Department.  Steve 
Goetsch and K-Tech Charities were present to give thanks to the Department and be 
included in the Oath of Office for Forrest. 
 

8. Fire/EMS Report: 
 
Fire Chief Rob Bowen gave an update on his department. 

• Chief Bowen thanked Trustee Kennedy for his years of service along with his 
interest in the Fire Department. 

• There were 180 calls for the month of March 2022.  139 calls were medical 
and 41 were fire. 
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9. Approval to Amend Code of Ordinance Part III: Zoning Legislation, Chapter 590 
Zoning, Article II Zoning Districts, Amending Section 590-24(B) Entitled “C-2 
Commercial District”: 
 
Mr. Garski explained that the Village is proposing to add “fuel sales” as a conditional 
use of the C-2 district.  It was recently discovered that one of the Village’s gas 
stations that is located in the Village’s Wellhead Protection Overlay District is zoned 
I-1, when it was believed to be zoned C-2.  The Village would prefer not to have a gas 
station zoned as industrial while being located in the Wellhead Protection Overlay 
District.  This is because “fuel sales” is permitted in the I-1 district, and because of 
this the Village would not be able to place any conditions on the operations of a gas 
station.  By rezoning to C-2 or C-2U, a Conditional Use Permit would need to be 
granted, and the Village would be able to place conditions of such operation.  So, we 
will be proposing to rezone this property to either C-2 or C-2U.  We feel that it is 
appropriate to add “fuel sales” as a conditional use to both the C-2 and C-2U 
districts.  With these changes, the order of the list of conditional uses will also 
change slightly.  Mr. Garski recommends approval of the amendments to the C-2 
ordinance as presented above. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Mortensen to Approve the Amended Code of Ordinance 
Part III:  Zoning Legislation, Chapter 590 Zoning, Article II Zoning Districts, 
Amending Section 590-24(B) Entitled “C-2 Commercial District” as 
Recommended by the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Questioned and carried 
7:0. 
 

10. Military Road Pedestrian Improvement Project Award: 
 
Mr. Vergara and Becher Hoppe have completed the advertising and bid opening for 
the project.  There were 2 bidders for the project: Pember Companies and Haas 
Construction.  Becher Hoppe reviewed the bids and checked the company against a 
published listing for debarred or suspended contractors, which they are not on.  
Pember’s bid was 7.4% lower than Becher Hoppe’s pre-bid estimate.  Becher Hoppe 
and Mr. Vergara recommends approval of the contract to Pember Companies for 
both the base bid and mandatory alternate in the amount of $182,020.15 for the 
Military Road Pedestrian Improvement Project. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the Military Road Pedestrian 
Improvement Project Award to Pember Companies in the Amount of 
$182,020.15.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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11. 2023 Dump Truck/Plow Package Purchase: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained that the approved Equipment Capital Improvement Plan (E-
CIP) outlined the purchase of a new single axle dump truck.  However, we have 
recently found that Truck #213 (the International tandem truck) has metal shavings 
in the oil along with constant turbo issues and various other repairs needed.  This 
truck has been the workhorse of the fleet for many years.  The estimated repair 
costs are pushing $80,000.00 and not recommended due to the motor rebuild and 
age and condition of the truck.  Now we need to replace the tandem with a tandem 
and not the budgeted single axle truck as outlined in the 2023 budget.  There is an 
upgrade cost from the single to the tandem axle, and then there is the cost increase 
we are all experiencing given the current economic status.  The 2023 single axle 
truck is budgeted at $225,000.00.  The change for the new tandem axle truck and 
plow accessories is an increase of $42,104.00 for a total of $267,104.00.  Even with 
ordering now, we will not see the unit until the late spring of 2023.   Pricing, 
availability, and delivery times are constantly changing.  Should the Board approve 
this purchase, the Village will be responsible for $129,987.00 for the plow 
equipment in April of 2022.  The plow equipment will be increasing $5,000.00 on 
April 25, 2022.  Mr. Vergara is requesting approval to move forward now for the 
purchase of a Freightliner Tandem Axle truck with the plow accessories in the 
amount of $267,104.00. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Kennedy to Approve the 2023 Dump Truck/Plow 
Package Purchase in the Amount of $267,104.00.  Roll call vote: Bill Schremp – 
Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Dan Mortensen – 
Aye; Paul Kennedy – Aye; and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  
Motioned carried unanimously. 
 

12. Brine Tank Purchase: 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that the Village has budgeted $85,000.00 for the F-350 
replacement vehicle in 2022.  We have just received the truck and the total cost of 
the unit is just about $57,000.00 representing a $28,000.00 savings.  Last year we 
purchased two 6,000-gallon brine tanks for brine storage.  Mr. Vergara would like to 
increase that capacity by adding another 6,000-gallon tank.  This was not budgeted 
for, and Mr. Vergara would like to use the excess funds saved from the F-350 
purchase to cover the cost.  We are having a lot of difficulty with our brine machine 
due to the impurities in our state purchased rock salt.  When the salt dissolves the 
impurities fall off the salt and clog the system.  When we contacted the 
manufacturer, they recommended use of a purified salt which is even more 
expensive.  Last year Casper’s demoed a large brine system and made 12,000 gallons 
of brine for Rothschild.  About ¼ of that is left from this winter and is stored in our 
current tank farm.  We are considering selling the brine machine unit which 
explains the need for another tank for more volume.  The cost of the tank is 
$8,725.00.   
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The addition of the tank will give the Village flexibility in our brine stock moving 
from year to year.  We have been increasing our brine usage that helps save money 
in the overall purchase of the rock salt.  Mr. Vergara is requesting approval to 
purchase the 6,000-gallon brine tank in the amount of $8,725.00 with funds 
mentioned above. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the Brine Tank Purchase in the 
Amount of $8,725.00 as Requested.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

13. Proclamation Claiming April 17th – 23rd as Municipal Treasurer’s Appreciation 
Week: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that the State of Wisconsin signs a Proclamation claiming 
Municipal Treasure’s Appreciation Week to April 17th – 23rd, 2022.  Board members 
are welcome to stop in the office that week to thank Melanie Wiskow for her 
services. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Approve Proclamation Claiming April 17th – 
23rd as Municipal Treasurer’s Appreciation Week.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

14. Proclamation Claiming May 1st – 7th as Municipal Clerk’s Appreciation Week: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that the State of Wisconsin signs a Proclamation claiming 
Municipal Clerk’s Appreciation Week to May 1st – 7th, 2022.  Board members are 
welcome to stop in the office that week to thank Elizabeth Felkner for her services. 
 
Motioned by Ehster/Kennedy to Approve Proclamation Claiming May 1st – 7th 
as Municipal Clerk’s Appreciation Week.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

15. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Amending the Garbage Collection 
Contract with Waste Management to Include a Change in Recycling Containers and 
Collection of Recyclables: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that Chad Koehler, from Waste Management, contacted him 
and they are requesting we change how the recyclables are collected in the Village.  
Due to safety issues, Waste Management is moving all recyclable collections to be 
done with 96-gallon carts, instead of utilizing the orange bins.  The orange bins need 
to be emptied by hand, whereas the carts can be emptied automatically.  When we 
bid out the garbage services, the other bidders were requiring the carts and they 
would not collect the recycling in the orange bins.  The other quotes were also much 
higher than Waste Management when we signed the contract.  This amendment to 
the contract would require the 96-gallon carts to start on June 1, 2022.  Waste 
Management would deliver the carts, but they would not pickup the old orange bins.  
The cost would then increase by $1.00 a month for each resident.  They are not 
increasing the cost until January 1, 2023.   
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This increase is still less than any of the other bids we had received when we redid 
the contract.  We currently charge $31.44 annually to the residents for recycling on 
the tax bills.  The Board can discuss increasing this amount to $43.44 for 2023 to 
cover the increase in recycling during the budget process.   
 
Motioned by Zemke/Kennedy to Amend the Garbage Collection Contract with 
Waste Management to Include a Change in Recycling Containers and Collection 
of Recyclables to Bi-Weekly Beginning June 1, 2022, along with the Price 
Increase Effective January 1, 2023, and to Discuss Residential Recyclable Tax 
Cost During the Budget Hearings.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

16. Discussion Regarding Proposed Alleyway Policy: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained a DRAFT copy of the Alleyway Policy.  The Board requested that 
Mr. Olsen work on a policy for surveying and cleaning up the alleyways in the 
Village.  We do not have a map ready at this time, but Mr. Olsen wanted to have a 
discussion regarding the draft policy.   
 
No Action Taken. 
 

17. Adjourn:  
 
Motion by Schremp/Kennedy to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0.  
Meeting Adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC  
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


